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Tutorial Details
• Program used: Adobe Illustrator CC
• Difficulty: Beginner

Final Piece
In this step-by-step tutorial, you will learn how to create a simple
vector logo (shown right) within Adobe Illustrator CC. You will
learn how to use the Pen tool, the Ellipse tool as well as using the
degree angle settings under the Transform panel.
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Introduction To Adobe Illustrator
Adobe illustrator is a vector based programme enabling you
to produce content with the use of shapes, colour, effects and
typography. Unlike Photoshop which is a raster graphics programme, Illustrator allows you to create resolution independent
graphics using objects and paths that can be scaled without
distortion and lack of quality. This is known as “Vector” graphics.
These tools within Illustrator can be applied to the creation of
logos, illustrations, posters, banners, typography and icons.
(The image to the right features the toolbar within Adobe
Illustrator)
Credit: https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/using/tools.html
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Step 1: Creating A New Document
Create a New Document (File > New) in the latest version of Illustrator, it will
save any presets you make. For now, you are going to click on More Settings.

This will open a separate window where you will set up the document with the
following settings:

Number of Artboards: 1
Width: 1500px
Height: 1500px
Units: Pixels

Advanced Settings:
Color Mode: CMYK
Raster Effects: High (300ppi)
Preview Mode: Default
With these settings entered, click Create Document.
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Step 2: How To Create A Leaf Shape
In this step, you will create the first leaf shape which will be the start of the
main design of the logo.

First select the Ellipse Tool (L) with a Stroke of 10pt but no Fill press and hold
alt and left click on the document, this will open a tab where you can set the
Height and Width to 435px and click OK.

With the first circle in place you will now Copy: Command (Mac OS)/Control (Windows) C and then Paste in Front: Command (Mac OS)/Control
(Windows) F. Then you are going to move the second circle until the edge is
directly in the middle of the first circle you created.

Now that you have the two circles in position, select them both and then in
the Pathfinder tab select Intersect.
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Step 3: Rotate and Copy
Now you are going to create the initial design for the logo using the leaf
shape you have just created. To do this select the Rotate tool (R) then at the
bottom anchor point of the shape alt click, this will open the rotate settings
where you will enter the following:

Angle: 30°

Then click Copy.

With the new copy of the leaf shape in place you will create more copies to
complete the design shape. To ensure you retain the same 30° angle press
Command (Mac OS)/Control (Windows) D which will generate another
duplicate of the leaf shape.

Continue this process until you have a full circle of leaves as shown in the
image to the right.
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Step 4: Making Paths and Merging
You will now select all the stroked shapes using the Direct Selection Tool
Command (Mac OS)/Control (Windows) A and turn them into paths, to do
this go to Object > Path > Outline Stroke.

Now that the strokes are paths, you will select them all using the direct
selection tool. Once selected you will go over to the Pathfinder window and
select Merge. Doing this will convert all the individual shapes into one.

With the shapes merged into one you will go over to the layers panel, and the
group folder that has been created. You will then move the compound path
outside of the group. Then you will delete the group with the unnecessary
contents.
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Step 5: Creating the Background
In this step, you will create the background for the logo. First you will select
the ellipse tool again this time with a fill colour. Repeating the method in step
2 you will press and hold alt while left clicking the mouse, setting the Height
and Width to 900px then click OK.
With the circle background created you will place this layer under the flower
shape layer, by left clicking and dragging it underneath.
The colour chosen for this logo Is #1d1d1d, however you can choose a
colour of your own preference.
To give the background some depth you will add an inner glow. To do this
select the circle using the Direct Selection Tool Command (Mac OS)/Control (Windows) A, then go to Effect > Stylize > Inner Glow with the following
settings:
Mode: Multiply with the colour black (#000000)
Opacity: 15%
Blur: 61px
Edge
Click Ok.
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Step 6: Adding Final Colour and
Typography
In the final step of this logo design tutorial, you will start by adding colour to
the flower shape. First select the shape using the Direct Selection Tool Command (Mac OS)/Control (Windows) A, for this tutorial a gradient colour is
used with the following colour codes and settings:

Type: Radial
Colours: #bfbdbe, #f9f7f9, #bfbdbe

With the shape now finished and coloured, you will add the typography. The
text used in this tutorial is “Baskerville Media” using the font –
Baskerville, with a fill colour of #1d1d1d and size of 100pt. The typography
and font used in this tutorial are optional, and you can use any title with any
colour you desire.
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Final Piece
After following these steps, you should now have a logo looking something
like the image to the right. We hope you have enjoyed this tutorial and can
apply these techniques in your future projects, and have a better
understanding of how Illustrator works.

Thank you for downloading this tutorial, you can follow our work and designs
on the following platforms:

Website: www.ablgdesign.com/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ablgdesign
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ABLGDesign
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/ablg-design
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